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One of the primary aims of the DESTE Foundation since its inception has been to develop the 

audience for contemporary art in Greece and to enhance opportunities for emerging Greek artists by 

promoting and articulating current contemporary artistic developments in this country. Metro: New 

Trends in Contemporary Greek Art 1999 (Curator: Dan Cameron) came about as a continuation of 

the ongoing dialogue surrounding emergent art forms that the DESTE Foundation fosters and 

supports. The show aims to present the differing perspectives that characterize New Greek art as well 

as to present a critical assessment of recent developments, by showcasing the work of a group of 

artists who bring new perspectives and a fresh attitude to art-making.  
 

As part of its continuing efforts to sustain and promote a thriving artistic community in Greece 

and the spirit of innovation so essential to future artistic development, the DESTE Foundation, in 

collaboration with the exhibition's sponsor INTERAMERICAN, decided to award a prize to one artist 

from the exhibition Metro: New Trends in Contemporary Greek Art 1999 who has attempted to break 

new artistic ground and whose achievement is based on a sustained and coherent vision. The Award, 

which was announced on 5th October, was judged on the basis of the particular artist's contribution to 

this exhibition, rather than a single artwork. 
 

A five member jury comprising of: Dan Cameron (Senior Curator, New Museum of 

Contemporary Art, New York), Iwona Blazwick (Curator, Tate Gallery of Modern Art, London), Rosa 
Martinez (Independent Curator), Dakis Joannou (President, DESTE Foundation, Athens) and 

Katerina Gregos (Director, DESTE Foundation, Athens) selected the work of Panayota Tzamourani 
for the DESTE-INTEAMERICAN PRIZE, because it takes painting into the expanded field of video,  

and for producing a cohesive and challenging body of work that demonstrates a high level of aesthetic 

achievement  in tune with current tendencies in the contemporary visual arts. The artist's works are 

rich in both visual and aural information, and while they refer to the real world they transform it through 

fragmentation into an abstract vision of reality. They are works that repay prolonged viewing by 

transforming the familiar into the uncanny and the unexpected. Looked at two or three times, each 

video reveals qualities that were not visible the first time through. Although made in a digital medium, 

they refer to the tradition of landscape, and point to new possibilities in video art.  

 

The Prize, worth 1.000.000 GRD, is a travel grant to New York. 

 

For more information or photographs please contact Fivos Sakalis, Press Officer, on +301 67 29 460. 


