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BLACK MIRROR EXPLORES THE STORY OF AN NOMADIC 
INDIVIDUAL (PLAYED BY CHLOË SEVIGNY), SET IN 
A MODERN WILDERNESS. THIS IS A PORTRAIT OF 
PEOPLE WHO ARE THE PRODUCTS OF A WORLD THAT’S 
LOST TRACK OF INFORMATION AND SATURATED WITH 
CHANGE. AN ARTWORK THAT EXPLORES MODERN LIFE 
ACCELERATED.

BLACK MIRROR EXISTS IN MULTIPLE FORMS — LIVE 
THEATRE PERFORMANCE SET ON A UNIQUELY DESIGNED 
BARGE FLOATING OFF ATHENS AND HYDRA ISLAND; A 
SITE SPECIFIC MULTI-CHANNEL VIDEO INSTALLATION 
AT DESTE FOUNDATION’S SLAUGHTERHOUSE, HYDRA, 
GREECE; AND A BOOK THAT WILL BE RELEASED IN 
TANDEM WITH BOTH ELEMENTS OF THE WORK.

The Black Mirror performance 
will take place in the 
evenings of JUNE 16TH and 
17TH in a ferry off shore at 
Piraeus port, in Athens, and 
on JUNE 19TH and 20TH in a 
location near DESTE’s Project 
Space, on Hydra.

The Black Mirror exhibition 
will take place at the DESTE 
Foundation Project Space, the 
Slaughterhouse, on the island 
of Hydra, from JUNE 20TH 
until SEPTEMBER 25TH, 2011.

Purchase Tickets
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DESTE’s Project Space on the island of Hydra was established in 2009 in the island’s former 
Slaughterhouse, a mysterious yet evocative site that provides a hyper-charged, unusual exhibition 
environment. While the space has been recently restored and renovated, it still holds the features and 
traits of the past, preserving the original elements of its old identity. Since 2009, the space is assigned 
every summer to a different artist, who is invited to stage a site-specific exhibition. 

This year, DESTE is pleased to present Black Mirror by American artist Doug Aitken.

Black Mirror explores the story of a nomadic individual, set in a modern wilderness: a geography 
constructed of calls, electronic messages, and virtual documents superimposed over the physical world.

It is a portrait of people who are the products of a world that has lost track of information and is saturated 
with change. The characters move in shorthand, they communicate in quick pulses, they travel long 
distances for short meetings. They depart quickly.

DESTE Foundation Project Space | Slaughterhouse, Hydra Island | June 20 - September 25, 2011



The protagonist, a young woman played by Chloë Sevigny, exists in the borderless world of Black Mirror where people 
live fast nomadic lives in the shadows. These are the people you pass and don’t identify at the airport terminal, the hotel 
lobby and the car rental kiosk.

Black Mirror explores modern life accelerated. Like a river of light moving on the highway, we’re all on this road, but 
this is the story of those for whom the road is existence; those who don’t step back to breathe the air, those who never 
stagnate or stop… this is “the now.”

Black Mirror is an artwork in multiple forms – a site specific multi-channel video installation that will be presented 
in DESTE’s Project Space on Hydra Island, Greece and, in synchronicity, a live theatre performance set on a uniquely 
designed barge floating off Athens and Hydra Island. 

The video installation will transform the interior of the old Slaughterhouse into a space literally covered in black mirrors to 
create a black-mirrored kaleidoscope. Inside the vortex-like reflective room, the 5-channel synchronized film installation 
will play the work, to create an evocative personal story of modern movement.

The unique live theater work created by Doug Aitken, will create a single story through multiple film projections and 
with live actors, including Chloë Sevigny, gospel singers, male and female strippers, musicians and a whipper to create 
a unique original work. A live musical score will accompany the piece, performed by Los Angeles underground rock duo 
No Age and Greek percussionists.

The Black Mirror exhibition is produced by the DESTE Foundation for Contemporary Art. 

The Black Mirror live theater performance is produced by the Athens Festival in collaboration with the Deste Foundation 
for Contemporary Art. The performance was also made possible by the Burger Collection.

A book produced by the DESTE Foundation will be released in tandem with both elements of the work.



Doug Aitken - Black Mirror - 2011 - performance Doug Aitken - Black Mirror - 2011 - exhibition

EXHIBITION OPENING: 

Monday, June 20, 2011 @ 22:00, Slaughterhouse Hydra | Admission to the exhibition is free

LIVE THEATER PERFORMANCE DATES:

Performance 1: Thursday, June 16, 2011 @ 21:00, Piraeus Port, Athens (exact location TBA)
Performance 2: Friday, June 17, 2011 @ 21:00, Piraeus Port, Athens (exact location TBA)
Performance 3: Sunday, June 19, 2011 @ 21:00, Hydra Island (exact location TBA)
Performance 4: Monday, June 20, 2011 @ 21:00 Hydra Island (exact location TBA)

For performance tickets, please visit www.greekfestival.gr or call on +30 2103272000

About the Artist:

Widely known for his innovative fine art installations, Doug Aitken is at the frontier of 21st century communication. 
Utilizing a wide array of artistic approaches, Aitken’s eye leads us into a world where time, space, and memory are 
fluid concepts. Aitken has had many exhibitions around the world, including the Museum of Modern Art, the Pompidou 
Center, and the Venice Biennale, where he won the International Prize for his acclaimed installation electric earth.
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